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Northern Cardinal: At northwesterly locations where numbers have been increasing
slowly in recent years, singles were near Chadron, Dawes Co, 2 Sep (SMl),
and at Laing Park, Box Butte Co, 3 Sep (SMa).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Only the 15th fall Panhandle record was a female at OR 4
Sep (SMa photo, PR).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak x Black-headed Grosbeak (hybrid): One in Douglas Co
14 Sep (TD, photos) was latest and easternmost date for this hybrid.
Black-headed Grosbeak: Rare in the east in fall, a juvenile male was at WP 13 Sep
(T&MK, EA). A good count was the 21 at Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 13
Aug (SMl).
Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports.
Lazuli Bunting: Routine reports.
Indigo Bunting: Rare in fall in the Panhandle, singles were at Fort Robinson SP,
Dawes Co, 28 Aug (OD, SBn) and Chadron Reservoirs, Dawes Co, 2 Sep
(SMl).
Dickcissel: Routine reports.

_____________________________________________

Nest Records of Nebraska Birds by Wayne J. Mollhoff
Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Occasional Paper Number 9, published
2022 by Zea Books, Lincoln, Nebraska. 111 pages.
Review by W. Ross Silcock
This book summarizes a lifetime of investigation of Nebraska’s breeding
birds by Wayne Mollhoff. Even though I say the book summarizes a lifetime of
investigation, I would not be surprised if Wayne resurfaces in a few years with a
follow-up of some sort, intrepid investigator that he is. Over the years Wayne has spent
innumerable days in the field climbing trees in full forestry gear, wading and kayaking
marshes and rivers, hiking over prairies, and bushwhacking through dense forests
(there are still a few in Nebraska). But this isn’t the totality of Wayne’s talents; he is a
determined researcher with many important contacts in wildlife conservation and at
various museum collections that have led to his unearthing numerous new and
significant nest records that are presented in this book.
It would be remiss of me to fail to mention more of Wayne’s significant
contributions to Nebraska ornithology. He was a founding member of the Nebraska
Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee in 1986, and directed not one, but two
Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlases, the most recent in 2016, both of which greatly
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advanced knowledge of the distribution and evidence for nesting of Nebraska’s
breeding birds.
But, there is a book to review! To the best of my knowledge, this effort of
Wayne’s is unique among US states in its effort to assemble every known nest record
of each Nebraska breeding bird. The result is a mind-boggling collection of 15,150
verified nest records. Nest Records of Nebraska Birds consists primarily of 245
accounts of species for which Wayne has determined “acceptable documentation” of
nesting. There are seven additional species that are believed to breed in the state based
on the number of reports, but for which solid evidence is lacking: Snow Goose, Lesser
Scaup, Black Rail, Least Flycatcher, Evening Grosbeak, MacGillivray’s Warbler, and
Prairie Warbler. An additional 24 species have been reported as breeding but without
confirming evidence. All 276 species are dealt with in taxonomic order in the book,
which has a 2020 cut-off date for inclusion.
The book begins with
interesting
introductory
sections: an “Introduction”
comprising a brief history of
Nebraska ornithology and
oology and an informative
section on “Egg Collections”,
outlining
the
relationship
between ornithological study
and egg collecting in its early
days and how that relationship
has changed into the 21st
century.
Two
situations
mentioned by Wayne are the
lack of modern comparative egg
collections that could be used to
investigate changes over time
related to changing pesticide
and other chemical use and
changes in nesting dates as they
might
relate to climate
warming. Although eBird has a
method of reporting nesting
evidence within checklists, it is
unfortunately not widely used by observers.
There follow sections listing the remarkable 529 individual contributors,
many, perhaps a majority, posthumously, and their remarkable 15,150 nest records
that are included, and a section describing the methods used in compiling the species
accounts. Notable here is Wayne’s use of the words “records” and “reports” in the
accounts. These are not interchangeable. “Records” applies to documented instances
of nesting, whereas “reports” applies to suggestive but unproven instances which
Wayne does not accept as proven records of nesting in the species accounts. Examples
of the latter include the seven species listed above.
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The meat of the book is of course the 76 pages of species accounts. These
provide a fascinating historical record of Nebraska oology. I found these quite
interesting and readable despite their necessarily telescopic nature. Each account
begins with the total number of records and/or reports, often in the hundreds, followed
by an interesting chronological listing of the first few records for the state, many of
which are prior to 1900. Many of these early records are in areas where the species in
question no longer breeds, notably in Douglas and Sarpy Counties where habitat
changes over the last 150 years or so have dictated range reductions or extirpation of
several species. The sources for all listed records are cited, a necessary component of
accurate research. Included in each account is Wayne’s description of the breeding
status of the species, ranging from “sporadic” through “abundant”. The accounts are
completed with an important and by far the most authoritative listing of Nebraska egg
date ranges available, and finally, clutch sizes.
Following the species accounts is a comprehensive and useful list of
“References Cited”, a list (“Abbreviations”) of acronyms for museums holding
Nebraska egg and/or nest specimens and other abbreviations used in the accounts, and
a “Gazetteer” of the often-obscure place names included in the accounts. I am sure
Wayne has investigated all of these places, or at least their sometimes long-abandoned
sites.
Perhaps the most important previously unknown breeding record discovery
in this book is Wayne’s finding at the University of Kansas Biological Institute a set
of eggs of Baird’s Sparrow that was collected by Kansas ornithologist N. S. Goss near
Warbonnet Canyon, Sioux County, Nebraska 23 June 1890. This is the first and only
documentation of nesting in Nebraska, although territorial Baird’s Sparrows have been
reported several times since the 1990s in Sioux County, as well as in neighboring
Wyoming and Colorado.
There are surprisingly few documented breeding records for many species;
13 species have only one record, and 95 species have 10 or fewer records. At the
opposite extreme, Blue-winged Teal has 544 records and Mourning Dove 422; neither
is particularly surprising, but I was struck by the 1284 records for Brown-headed
Cowbird, which Wayne notes has been recorded parasitizing 52 species in Nebraska.
Another topic of interest is new breeding species; most recent is Black-bellied
Whistling-Duck in 2019, preceded by Lesser Goldfinch in 2010, White-winged Dove
in 2005, and Eurasian Collared-Dove in 1998. A concern is Black-billed Cuckoo; the
most recent of its 20 records was in 1965.
Overall, this book is a milestone in Nebraska ornithology. When one
considers the extreme dedication required to compile and research 15,150 records and
many more reports of nesting, not to mention an in-person visit to Cornell University’s
nest card archives and several 3000-mile round trips in Nebraska to check nest boxes,
one cannot fail to be thoroughly impressed by the effort. I wholeheartedly recommend
this book to all interested in ranges and history of breeding birds in Nebraska and well
beyond the state’s borders.

